
Diversity:  the Big Picture

“You Know You Are a Rural Librarian When…”

A.  What is rural?
Many people have definitions for the term rural, but seldom are these rural definitions in agreement. For some, rural is a subjective state of mind. For others, rural is an objective quantitative measure. The June 2008 Amber Waves publication from the USDA, Economic Research Service, provides new insight to rural definitions with an article,"Defining the “Rural” in Rural America: The use of different definitions of rural by Federal agencies reflects the multidimensional qualities of rural America." http://www.ers.usda.gov/AmberWaves/June08/Features/RuralAmerica.htm
The Bureau of the Census defines an urbanized area, http://www.census.gov/population/censusdata/urdef.txt, (UA) by population density. According to this definition, each UA includes a central city and the surrounding densely settled territory that together have a population of 50,000 or more and a population density generally exceeding 1,000 people per square mile. A "county" is a political distinction and is not incorporated in the Bureau of the Census' classification scheme, so one UA may cover parts of several counties.

1. Under this definition, all persons living in UA's and in places (cities, towns, villages, etc.) with a population of 2,500 or more outside of UA's are considered the urban population. All others are considered rural.
2. OMB, http://www.census.gov/population/www/estimates/metrodef.html, designates areas as metro on the basis of standards released in January 1980. According to this definition, each metropolitan statistical area (MSA) must include at least: 
· one city with 50,000 or more inhabitants or
· an urbanized area (defined by the Bureau of the Census) with at least 50,000 inhabitants and a total MSA population of at least 100,000 (75,000 in New England).
These standards provide that each MSA must include the county in which the central city is located (the central county) and additional contiguous counties (fringe counties), if they are economically and socially integrated with the central county. Any county not included in an MSA is considered nonmetro.

OMB periodically reclassifies counties on the basis of Census data and population estimates.

3. ERS [USDA] uses rural-urban continuum codes, http://www.ers.usda.gov/briefing/rurality/RuralUrbCon/, to distinguish metro counties by size and nonmetro counties by their degree of urbanization or proximity to metro areas. USDA defines codes zero to 3 as metro, and 4 to 9 as nonmetro."1 [e.g., 4 = Urban population of 20,000 or more, adjacent to a metro area, and 9 = Completely rural or urban population of fewer than 2,500, not adjacent to a metro area]"
In March 2002, the Bureau of the Census, http://www.census.gov/geo/www/ua/ua_2k.html, released new criteria for defining urban and rural areas based on the results of Census 2000. These criteria replace and supercede the 1990 census definitions for defining urban and rural areas. The Economic Research Service summarized the definition changes in New Definitions 2003, http://www.ers.usda.gov/briefing/rurality/NewDefinitions/. 

FROM:  http://www.nal.usda.gov/ric/ricpubs/what_is_rural.shtml#top

B.  Rural resources:
California State Library and specifically the Rural Library Initiative:

http://rurallibraries.org
Offers training program info and models of a variety of documents.

Association for Rural and Small Libraries

www.arsl.info
Membership organization with great listserv.

C.  Advice from rural librarians (via ARSL’s listserv) for those considering being a rural librarian:
Be flexible and recognize it is all about community.

Be willing to bend the rules.

“Everything you learn in library school must be filtered through the "rural"

screen.  Patron confidentiality and collection development are the two biggies that many times go directly against the grain of our small conservative community.  We keep patron history because they want to be able to ask us what they have read.  It is a very fine line, and learning exactly where it is makes the first few months (or years) on the job ....interesting.”


Most of all, keep a sense of humor.
Credit goes to Chris Rippel of the Central Kansas Library system for the compilation of “You Know” and to the many generous folks on the ARSL listserv who shared advice.
Connie Barrington, Imperial County Free Library, County Librarian     
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