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What to do if you get a Legal Question
Prepared by Isabel Eustaquio for public library staff 

Resources:
· Nolo Books:  Legal books written for the non-attorney. Books give examples of how to fill out forms and usually have sample blank forms in the back of the book.
· Free websites
Helpful Agencies:  Small Claims Advisor; Family Law Facilitator; Legal Aid, Civil Harassment, Domestic Violence, Unlawful Detainer

San Diego County Public Law Library - No legal advice! Patrons have to do their own research.

Issues you may encounter:

Patron wants to Sue or is being Sued 

“I just received a summons & complaint what should I do?”; “I am being sued, what should I do?”; “I want to sue somebody.”

If patron is being sued ask if it is in Small Claims Court or San Diego Superior Court; if in small claims court see Small Claims Court.

 If patron wants to sue for under $7,500 see Small Claims Court.

· Nolo Book: Win Your Lawsuit (Chapter 8 is useful for defendants, the people being sued.)
· Forms Website:  courts.ca.gov/forms.htm
You can find the forms mentioned in the NOLO book at this website. For the Complaint or Answer forms, from the drop down arrow select Pleading (type of pleading depends on lawsuit, i.e. Contract when a collection agency sues for monies owed) and click on See Forms. 

Being Sued by Credit Card Company
Small Claims Court (think People’s Court or Judge Judy)

“I lent a friend $2,000 and he is not paying me back.”

If suing or being sued for UNDER $7,500 can go to Small Claims Court (cheaper and more informal).  

No attorneys in Small Claims Court.

Nolo Book: Everybody’s Guide to Small Claims Court in California
· Small Claims Advisor in courthouse (858) 634-1777
The advisor is an attorney, paralegal or law student who assists for free with small claims issues and procedures. They do not represent you in court. First come, first served.


Kearny Mesa Courthouse, 8950 Clairemont Mesa Blvd., San Diego. Hrs 8:30-4 



East County Courthouse, 250 East Main Street, El Cajon. Hrs 8:30-12 and 1-4:30


North County Courthouse, 325 South Melrose Drive, Vista.  Hrs 8:30-1 and 2:15-4:30


South County Courthouse, 500 Third Avenue, Chula Vista.  Hrs 8:30-4 

· Websites: 
courts.ca.gov/selfhelp-smallclaims.htm
San Diego Superior Court- Small Claims
Looking for a Form
· California Forms: 
 courts.ca.gov/forms.htm
· Local San Diego Superior Court Forms:
· Federal Forms:
casd.uscourts.gov/index.php?page=forms
Note:  If it is a MOTION it’s probably NOT A FORM but something they have to type up themselves on pleading paper.  Can download a sample pleading template in MS Word from law library website.

Landlord/Tenant Issues

From Landlord: “My tenant deals drugs in the apartment.”; “My tenant does not pay rent.” 

From Tenant: “I am being evicted”; “I did not get my deposit back after I moved out”; “I have no heat in the apartment.”
· Nolo Books: 
The California Landlord’s Law Book: Evictions 
California Tenant’s Rights
· For Tenants only:  LEGAL AID offers “Unlawful Detainer” clinics to explain landlord/tenant procedures and forms.  Located in El Cajon Courthouse (250 E Main St.), Chula Vista Courthouse (500 3rd Ave.), and Hall of Justice downtown (330 West Broadway). 1- 877-Legal Aid
· Websites:
 courts.ca.gov/selfhelp-housing.htm
dca.ca.gov/publications/landlordbook/index.shtml
Homestead
“I want to homestead my house.”

· sdcpll.org/resources/guides/Homestead_Declaration.pdf explanation
· Form Look for Homestead Declaration
Foreclosure
“I need foreclosure information.” 

· Nolo Book: The Foreclosure Survival Guide: Keep Your House or Walk Away with Money In Your Pocket
· Community Housing Works  (619) 282-6647
· HUD-approved housing counselors  1-800-569-4287 or 1888-995-HOPE (4673)
· Websites:
MakingHomeAffordable.Gov
KeepYourHomeCalifornia.org
Neighbor Law Issues

“My neighbor’s tree is about to fall on my house’; “Can they open a nudie bar next to my house?”

· Nolo Book: Neighbor Law: Fences, Trees, Boundaries & Noise
· Websites: 
San Diego Municipal Code

sandiego.gov/city-clerk/officialdocs/legisdocs/muni.shtml
San Diego County Code Ordinances and Regulations

amlegal.com/sandiego_county_ca
Family Law Issues 

“I want to file for divorce”; “I need to change my child support.”

· Family Law Facilitator in courthouse
Free workshops and one-on-one assistance in the areas of divorce, paternity, support, and child custody/visitation. First come first served.  Open M-F. They will not represent you in court.

Family Law Facilitator website
· Self –help website: courts.ca.gov/selfhelp-family.htm
· Family and Children Forms/Packets
· Where to File
Name Change
“How do I change my name?”; “How do I change my child’s name?”

· Nolo Book: How to Change Your Name in California
· Self-help Website: courts.ca.gov/selfhelp-namechange.htm
Traffic Issues
“I got a DUI”; “I got a speeding ticket”
· Nolo Book: Fight Your Ticket & Win in California 
· Self –help website: courts.ca.gov/selfhelp-traffic.htm
· Pay your San Diego Traffic Citation need citation number and date of birth
· To look up the charge: leginfo.ca.gov/calaw.html  
               VC= vehicle code, PC=penal code

Criminal Law

“I want to terminate my probation.”; “I want to modify my probation.”  ; “I want to reduce my felony to a misdemeanor.”

· Sample Motions: sdcpll.org/resources/motion_guides.htm
· Self- help website: courts.ca.gov/selfhelp-criminallaw.htm
Bankruptcy

· Nolo Books: 
How to File for Chapter 7 Bankruptcy  
Chapter 13 Bankruptcy: Keep Your Property and Repay Debts Over Time
The New Bankruptcy: Will it Work for You?
Solve Your Money Troubles: Debt, Credit & Bankruptcy
Bankruptcy for Small Business Owners: How to File for Chapter 7
· Website: US Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of California
casb.uscourts.gov/ (special forms packet for people filing w/o attorney)
· Self-Help Website on Bankruptcy 
Looking for a California Case 

· San Diego Superior Court (trial court).  Click on Court Index Inquiry:  The Court Index System is used to find cases and their locations.  Files may be reviewed by the public at the courts’ business office.
· California Supreme Court and Court of Appeals, Searchable California opinions from 1850 to present:
               courts.ca.gov/opinions.htm
Click on Official Reports Opinions (Searchable 1850-Present), and agree to terms and conditions. Permits plain English searching or searching by citation (i.e. 124 Cal. 652). Will not have lower court decisions (trial court).  Has California Supreme Court and California Court of Appeals decisions.  (No federal cases: i.e. F.2d, F. Supp., U.S., S. Ct.)
Lawyers

· San Diego County Bar Lawyer Referral
If all else fails GOOGLE!

For more Legal Sources (No legal advice; have to do their own research)
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San Diego (619) 685-6552
El Cajon (619) 441-4451

North County
South Bay
325 South Melrose Dr. Suite 300
500 Third Avenue

       Vista (760) 940-4386
Chula Vista (619) 691-4929

Facebook.com/lawlibrary


Twitter.com/sdlawlib
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