Librarians for Diverse Communities Grant Program

Diversity: The Big Picture

Autism and the Library

· Autism is a neurologically based developmental disorder that affects a child's ability to communicate, socially interact, and engage in developmentally appropriate behaviors.

· Autism is a spectrum disorder, ranging from very mild to debilitating.

· Adapt programs, build relationships and partner with caregivers, teachers and parents to provide the best possible library services for this group. 

· Currently 1 in 100 children are diagnosed with an Autism Spectrum Disorder, with boys being affected 4 times more often than girls.
· The video L:ibraries and Autism-We’re Connected and the accompanying website at TheJointLibrary.org focuses on what librarians need to know about autism and empowers them to offer more inclusive and universal service to this growing and under-served group.

Resources:   
Libraries and Autism – We’re Connected training video

Part 1: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yGyhKgdr9mU (9:43 min.)

Part 2: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wOId-WbHPb4 (9:50 min.)

The Joint Library Website -    http://thejointlibrary.org/
Special Needs Communication Guide - http://thejointlibrary.org/autism/downloads/guide.pdf
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